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The Modern Language Teachers’ Association of Queensland Inc.

Gold Coast Branch
 Thursday 2 February 2012       Commenced 4:10pm  Concluded 5:50 
1. Attendance:
Gabrielle Bert, Brendan Boyle (Helensvale SHS), Cathryn Bruton (Helensvale SHS), Simon Burgess (Helensvale SHS), Anthony Chapman (Palm Beach SS; Edens Landing SS), Chris Dunn (St Hilda’s), Ros Fischer (Somerset College),  Kim Hepworth (Clover Hill SS), Ayako Iwasaki (Tamborine Mountain SS), Gareth Jones (Robina SHS), Leigh Kirwan (Griffith University), Renae Mason (Oxenford SS, Upper Coomera SS),Tomoko Nakanishi (Arundel SS),  Liz Norman, Rie Suzuki (Mt Warren Park SS), Rachel Vickers (Ormeau Woods SHS), Kiyomi Waki (Benowa SHS), Carmel Gomm-Wright.

2. Welcome by Leigh
A positive year ahead with the extra bands being assigned for OP rankings 
It is now compulsory for all schools in Qld to offer Languages to Years 6, 7and 8.

Languages will be impacted on by ACARA this year.
          Cynthia Dodd, Marcel Noest and Leigh Kirwan will be meeting with Mr Flegg 
          the Opposition Education Minister later this month.         
A big year is coming up for the Gold Coast Branch. The Speech competition will be in its 31st year. The Biennial Conference is also being held on the Gold Coast on 26/27 September..

3. Apologies:  
Jo Fullerton, Susie Fenton, Eve Blackwell, Alicia Saigo
4. President’s Report:  
· 2012 Dates 
Next meeting will be 1st of March in Go6_3.60

There will be no meeting in April
During August we are unable to use Griffith University on a Saturday for our speech competition. This year our speech competition will be on August 19th.
· Letters were sent out to all Gold Coast schools telling language staff about our MLTAQ meetings. A number of members did not receive their letter.

· The MLTAQ Biennial Conference will be held on 26/27 Sep this year.
 
Griffith University will give us free rooms, the university will also give $3 000
towards the conference.  All rooms have been booked and refreshments organised.
· The UK’s Joe Dale is an internationally acknowledged leader of the use of ICTs. As a lead-in to the MLTAQ Biennial Conference, “Let’s go techno!”  on 26th and 27th September, we have been very fortunate to procure Joe’s services. Friday, 13th April    9am-4pm   (the last day of the Easter break).  Flexible Learning Centre, Cleveland District SHS . If you want more information about this opportunity contact Leigh Kirwan on L.Kirwan@griffith.edu.au
· Coco, Curie et Jeanne d’Arc. Thearte LOTE Fantasitque. The agent has inquired as to whether our group would like to see a performance. By enabling French teachers to see a performance they may wish to have a performance for their schools. 

· Options   * $150 full performance for teachers to see. 

                           *A segment preformed for free.




It was decided to organise a segment for the 1st March meeting.

·  AGM Report for 2011   
Leigh read through the report. A copy of the report will be made available on our website.    
Leigh moved that the report be accepted.  Seconded by Kim Hepworth
5. Election of Officers for 2012.
	Position
	Name
	Nominated
	Seconded

	President:

	Dr Leigh Kirwan,   
	Rie Suzuki  
	Cathryn Bruton

	Vice President:
	Gareth Jones
	Ros Fischer
	Anthony Chapman



	Secretary:
	Kim Hepworth  
	Leigh Kirwan  
	Brendan Boyle 

	Treasurer:
	Cathryn Bruton   
	Carmel Gomm-Wright  
	Kim Hepworth


	Speech Contest Convenor:
	Gabrielle Bert   
	Leigh Kirwan   
	Anthony Chapman


	Professional 


Development:

	Ros Fischer
	Carmel  Gomm -Wright  
	Gareth Jones

	Webmaster:

	Anthony Chapman
	Chris Dunn  
	Ros Fischer


6. Treasurer’s Report

Money from the Speech Competition was up in 2011. 
Speech Competition donations from interested bodies were down. The costs were up.
Entries for the written competition were down in 2011

With $5393.17, in our account we have money to pay for professional development. 
Carmel moved that the Statement of Receipts and Payments for the period 

1 January 2011-31 December 2011 be accepted.  

Seconded by Anthony Chapman

Statement is included with the minutes on our web site.

7. Webmaster’s Report:  

Anthony asked what the members would like to see on the website.

Brendan asked for an ICT section.
8. Brendan Boyle – Japanese apps for the iPhone
Buy a connection VGA Capable You can then project the apps onto the white board/ smart board screen. 

 Go to app shop go to search and look for what you want
Showed one app called Japanese =$10   Hiragana =99cents. The apps are very engaging.
9. General Business
· Gareth:    Sellina wanted to draw attention to the following:-

The department is saying that they will not approve any tours that include any absence from school. Only Immersion courses will be exempt and only then  if they can show a school program in the country they are visiting. Even then, the new International Travel Application that all EQ schools must complete as step 1 in the process only allows 1,2,3,4 or 5 days of school absence to be selected. 

Teachers need to ask for school absence for a variety of reasons:-
It is inappropriate to expect a teacher to spend all of their holidays supervising a school study tour in Japan 24/7.

It is not a healthy practice to deprive students of their holiday break, which they also need.

Airfares to Japan are often cheaper one week prior to school holiday periods.

What are your thoughts on this?

Rachel pointed out that the students needed to keep up with other subjects.

Gareth reiterated that we are now being told “we cannot take the time off’. 
Ros said that at her school any trips away would have to be taken during holiday time.
· Eve is recuperating in hospital.

· Lindsay Rawnsley has a job in Brisbane

Dates and Room Numbers for 2012
G06: Business 3 Building

G39: Science, Engineering & Architecture Building

For Campus map see http://www.griffith.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/266871/gold-coast-general-site-map.pdf
 
Thur 1 March           
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Sat 10 March


MLTAQ QLD AGM  UQ





Thur 29 March              
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Thur 3 May              

GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Thur 17 May                
GC Speech Contest Sub-Committee 
G06_3.60

Thur 7 June               
GC MLTAQ



   G39_3.38/3.41

Thur 21 June                
GC Speech Contest Sub-Committee
G06_3.60 

Thur 12 July                
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Thur 26 July                
GC Speech Contest Sub-Committee 
G06_3.60

Thur 2 August               
GC MLTAQ 




G39_3.38/3.41

Sun 19 August

Speech Contest



Various
Thur 6 September             
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Wed 26/Thu 27 Sep

MLTAQ Biennial Conference

G30


Thu 11 October               
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Thu 1 November                
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Thu 6 December

GC MLTAQ Christmas Party

TBA
