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Minutes of the meeting held Thursday 07 June 2012 in G39_3.38 Gold Coast Campus of Griffith University 
  Commenced   4:05pm    Concluded 5:40 
Attendance:
Eve Blackwell, Cathryn Bruton (Helensvale SHS),  Anthony Chapman (Palm Beach SS; Eden’s Landing SS), Chris Dunn (St Hilda’s), Susie Fenton (Mt Tamborine SHS), Ros Fischer (Somerset College), Sharon Fujie (William Duncan SS), Kim Hepworth (Clover Hill SS), Gareth Jones (Robina SHS), Leigh Kirwan (Griffith University), Ursula Lindeberg (AB Paterson College), Rachel Vickers (Ormeau Woods SHS), Carmel Gomm-Wright

1. Welcome: By Leigh
2. Apologies:  

Jo Fullerton, Gabrielle Bert, Tracey Somerville, Kath Clarke, Rachel Lornie, Rie Graham, Aldona Bernaitis 

3. President’s Report:  

· Biennial Conference. To date 10 registrations.
Chris asked if tickets could be shared amongst staff members. There is a day rate. Leigh encouraged those going to the conference to fill in their registration forms sooner rather than later.

· Comments regarding the new MLTAQ Queensland logo were varied.

4. Webmaster’s Report:
Anthony has all of the information (except speeches) regarding the speech competition up onto the website. Speeches will be on the website as soon as they are made available to Anthony.
5. Treasurer’s Report:
Total payments for the month $243.38. Carmel and Cathryn are continuing to meet with the bank to sort out the type of account we should have.
6. Language Competition 2012: 

Susie drew attention to the following

Secondary Year 9 and 10   STORYBOOK 

Storybook (not a picture book) Maximum 8 pages. Maximum 25 sentences.  Can be computer generated but must be submitted as a hard copy. 

Size A4 only 
This is incorrect this category is for hand written and hand produced work only. Computer generated work is entered into the Storybook Digital category.
7. General Business:
Chris took flowers from the Gold Coast Branch of the MLTAQ to Gisela who is recuperating in hospital after a knee operation. Gisela in return has sent a card thanking everyone for their well wishes.

Eve attended Ursula and Kathryn’s in-service in Brisbane. Topics included Trips to Japan and Computer Programs. Ros suggested she contact Education Queensland and invite them to attend one of our meetings to discuss Education Queensland’s paper work and requirements for taking school tour groups overseas.
Gareth raised the issue of the Yr 8 students doing their mandated hours in one semester. Leigh has had a conversation with Tamara Romans who said clearly that the recommended hours (90 minutes) are mandatory hours as confirmed by the Minister and Principals’ conferences and they are to be spread evenly over the 3 years. Though regions are able to implement this in ways they see fit. 
Robina SHS have been asked to consider a one semester Japanese course for Year 8. Students would have 3x70min a week. If you have comments in this regard Sellina would welcome them by Tuesday 12 June.
Robina SHS is also interested in knowing how schools are implementing the minimum EQ and ACARA time guidelines in Year 8 next year. How will this affect languages? 
Is there anyone you know advocating for Languages? If so who?

World Language Perfect World Championships; There are 799 schools in the world that compete

Mt Tamborine SHS (Japanese) came 1st in Queensland; 2nd   in Australia; 4th in the world.

Benowa SHS Overall out of all the languages 1st in the world.

French 1st in the world.  Japanese 5th in the world and 4th in Australia. 

Each teacher has a list of students and what the students have been studying. The teachers involved were very enthusiastic about the program
8. Speech Contest – There was much discussion on Immersion sections at the May 29 meeting. Currently immersion students can compete with regular students at a level one year higher.  At the May 17 Speech Contest Sub-Committee meeting the following resolution was made.  This was  voted on by secret ballot at the June 7 meeting:

Just as native speakers are not eligible to enter our contest, due to the disparity in number of contact hours between immersion students and those doing regular language subjects, immersion students will  be ineligible to enter the GC Speech Contest.

However, as the Branch  highly value the immersion programs, we would like to showcase the Gold Coast’s Chinese, French and Japanese Immersion Programs by offering each 5 minutes during the Awards Ceremony for a presentation of their choosing.

Before the vote Leigh discussed the rules and requirements for the vote to be valid. Members were given 2 minutes to express their opinions.  Opinions were eloquently put forward by many members at the meeting. Cathryn read a letter written by Benowa SHS language Teachers. 
Results of the vote were as follows
               For = 2       Against = 5   

List of Dignitaries to be invited to the 2012 Speech Competition was handed out.  The Guest Speaker will be Mr Yutaka Nakajima.
At the May Speech Competition Meeting the rules for the competition were revised.

At the June Meeting speeches for the 2012 competition were determined.

German Speeches are the same as in 2011

           Primary Japanese speeches are the same as in 2011

Japanese Yrs 8, 9 and 10 are the same as in 2011

Senior Japanese same topics as in 2011
Spanish speeches are the same as in 2011

Speeches will be on the website as soon as possible.

After the meeting members enjoyed dinner at Sagano Japanese Restaurant in Surfers
Dates For 2012

           Thur 21 June                GC Speech Contest Sub-Committee
          G06_3.60 

Thur 12 July                
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Thur 26 July                
GC Speech Contest Sub-Committee 
G06_3.60

Thur 2 August               
GC MLTAQ 



   G39_3.38/3.41

Sun 19 August

Speech Contest



Various
Thur 6 September             
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Wed 26/Thu 27 Sep

MLTAQ Biennial Conference

G30


Thu 11 October               
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Thu 1 November                
GC MLTAQ 




G06_3.60

Thu 6 December

GC MLTAQ Christmas Party

TBA
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