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  Gold Coast Branch            Thursday 7th March 2013  Venue: G06_3.60 (Business 3 Building)   Commenced 4:07 Concluded 6:08
Attendance: 

Eve Blackwell, Brendan Boyle (Helensvale SHS), Cathryn Bruton (Benowa SHS), Anthony Chapman (Chatswood Hills),Susie Fenton (Mt Tamborine SHS),  Ros Fischer, Jo Fullerton (Springbrook SS), Sharon Fujie (William Duncan SS), Kim Hepworth (Clover Hill SS), Ayako Iwasaki (Tamborine SS), Gareth Jones (Robina SHS), Leigh Kirwan (Griffith Uni), Loretta Kishihara (relief Teacher), Jackie Mikami (Park Lake SS, Oxenford SS), Lisa Moller (Benowa SHS),Yukiko Nihei,  Mariko Saito (Griffith/St Brigid’s), Ros Sawtell (Robina SHS), Kiyomi Takahashi(Mudgeeraba SS).
Welcome   By Leigh. 
Self Introductions
Apologies:  
Chris Dunn,  Alicia Saigo, Rachel Lornie, Carmel Gomm-Wright
President’s Report  


· The MLTAQ Executive on 19 Feb moved that half the profits from the 2012 Biennial Conference held at GU GC will be given to the GC Branch.  We will receive $3760.10
· Takako Haggarty Nishibori, a Koto instructor from Koto Brisbane will be coming to our next meeting (18th April  )
· MLTAQ Inc’s AGM will be held on Wednesday 13th March at 4:30pm in S02_7.16 in Griffith University’s College of Art Campus opposite South Bank station in Brisbane.  Speaker will be Andrew Jeppesen via video conference from Sydney on "Connecting Teachers Online" (Building a Community Beyond the Staffroom)
Webmaster’s Report
Anthony reported that everything was up to date

Treasurer’s Report
An audit has been prepared and sent away. Our balance at the moment is $11 353.  

Speech Contest

Gareth’s proposal for Indigenous languages to be included in the Speech Competition was discussed.
Gareth invited Ros Sawtell from Robina SHS to talk to us about the proposed process for organising a competition for this year.

Uncle Graham will be contacted in the hope that he might be able to help us  
develop and record the speech/s. Ros will feed back to us via Gareth. 
   Gareth moved that we include the Yugambeh language in our speech competition  
   Motion seconded by Leigh Kirwan.   All members were in favour of the motion.
General Business
· April 18th meeting will be in G06_3.41

· March 24th Japan and Friends Day     Sunday 10AM 

Albert Waterways Community Centre. Japanese Culture, Other friend’s culture, Japanese food, trash & treasure, information stalls    Email: info@jsgc.org.au

· Eve: Pointed out that kidswebjapan has lovely images of obento food
· Ayako:  We Support Japan Earthquake Appeal      
On Sunday March 10th   10:00-3:00 at Rabbit + Cocoon     23 Hillcrest Parade Miami.
Creative Workshops, Japanese Entertainment, Food, Sake Tasting, Craft Stalls    Music  and a great deal more.
                                           www.facebook.com/KizunaProjectAustralia

· Shannon Mason’s website Japanese Teachers’ Resources are being closed down. It has been replaced with Japanese Teacher Ideas.com

· Cathryn gave an update on the teaching of Spanish and Italian at Benowa
SHS. Benowa has 1930 students. There are 448 Yr 8 students, all are doing a language. French offered in Year 8 is French Immersion only.
There are four classes of Yr 8 Spanish, three Yr 8 Italian classes, seven Yr 8 Japanese classes and three French Immersion classes. 
The plan is to bring German on line in 2014.
Professional Development                   Began 5:04    Concluded 6:08
Brendan Boyle and Anthony Chapman demonstrated a number of apps.

As the apps were demonstrated their use within the class and the benefits of the app to the teaching environment was discussed. 
      Kana Attack $ 1.99
Hiragana Green background = free

Nihongo Japanese red cover =$10.99
      Hiragana Tango Free
Hiragana Party Free

Japanese 1 Free (This app does go to Japanese 5)
Tic Tac  

Hiragana Robo

ITranslate

Basic Japanese Free

Manga Camera
Foto Pedia Free (photos of cities around the world with commentary)

Sock Puppets Free

Ants Lite $1.00(Yrs 1, prep)

Google Play Store Android Tablets

JB Hiragana Free
Jukunx Free

JLPT Practice 

Japanese Quizz

Learn German with Babbel.com

Susie pointed out that a lot of the above and similar apps are also available on Google Chrome web store for PC users. A good one is “Japanese Frenzy.” (free)

After the meeting 10 members enjoyed dinner at Thai on Parkwood Restaurant.
Please note next meeting
· April 18th meeting will be in G06_3.41
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