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  Gold Coast Branch    Thursday 2 May 2013 
Venue:  G06_3.60            Commenced 4:05 Concluded 6:30
Attendance: 

Renee Barnes (Russell Island SS, Macleay Island SS), Gabrielle Bert (Benowa SHS), Cathryn Bruton (Benowa SHS), Anthony Chapman (Redland Bay SS), Chris Dunn (St Hilda’s), Susie Fenton (Mt Tamborine SHS), Ros Fischer, Sharon Fujie (William Duncan SS), Tanis Heeres (Surfers Paradise SS), Kim Hepworth (Clover Hill SS), Ayako Iwasaki (Tamborine Mountain SS), Gareth Jones (Robina SHS), Leigh Kirwan (Griffith Uni), Loretta Kishihara (relief teacher), Jackie Mikami (Park Lake SS, Oxenford SS), Lisa Moller (Benowa SHS), Trina Nakahashi (St Hilda’s), Yukiko Nihei, Mariko Saito (Griffith Uni, St Brigid’s Primary School)
Welcome   By Leigh. 

Apologies:  

Judy Shelley, Linda Raminez, Carmel Gomm-Wright, Rachel Vickers, Victor Laredo-Rodriguez
President’s Report  

PowerPoint from Kayoko who ran the PD last month is in 3 segments. Leigh will send it on request.
Applications are open for the MLTAQ AWARD FOR EXEMPLARY PRACTICE 2013. For full details of the requirements please go to the Home page of the MLTAQ website and download the details.    http://www.mltaq.asn.au/documents/item/438
APPLICATIONS CLOSE 5 pm Friday 16th August, 2013
Prizes will be presented by John Paul Langbroek (Minister of Education)
Next month Carmel will present a PowerPoint celebrating the occasion of Ros’s retirement.  She will organise wine and cheese to follow the meeting and invite members from years past.
Webmaster’s Report  
Was held over until next meeting

Treasurer’s Report
$3650 has been received from the 2012 conference.
Speech Contest                       gbert13@eq.edu.au. 

Annual Revision of Rules.  As so much time was spent last year discussing the merits of Immersion competing a year above their normal level, followed by a secret ballot, it was proposed that this rule would not be reconsidered this year.

Gabrielle led a review of the rules, a number were altered. The updated rules will be posted onto the website before the Speech Sub –Committee meeting on May 16th 
General Business

Gareth presented his proposal for sponsorship of regional entrants in the Queensland Japanese Speech Contest. His proposal is attached if you wish to read it.
An animated discussion followed Gareth’s proposal regarding regions who might participate.

Ros suggested that students in regional areas could use Skype to compete.  We will look into the practicalities of this further down the track.
A motion was put forward by Gareth that the Gold Coast Branch of the MLTAQ will provide 3 lots of $500 to be provided to Regional winners of a genuine (minimum of 2 schools) speech competition. This money would be used by the entrant to enter the High School Senior Division of the Queensland Japanese Speech Competition.
Moved by Chris Dunn; Seconded by Leigh Kirwan.
Gareth has requested funding from a number of companies to support this, but in the event of no funding forthcoming, the meeting agreed that the GC Branch would fund it itself.  The money for this proposal would come from the money that the Gold Coast MLTAQ Branch receives from the Japan Foundation to aid in the running of the Queensland Japanese Speech Contest.
Eve thanked us all for her flowers.

Professional Development:  Time 4:08 – 4:38 

Scott Cardwell representing Language Perfect joined us from New Zealand via Skype.
Language Perfect has evolved into Education Perfect.  Susie pointed out that the prospect of Education Perfect may cause problems with students electing to use their time on Biology as opposed to the language they are supposed to be studying. Scott said that Education Perfect could be removed from the Language Perfect Site.  At this time Education Perfect is a trial and is still being worked on. 
Scott then demonstrated Language Perfect. Discussion regarding the points system ensued.

Clover Hill State School and Benowa State High School’s statistics were displayed. Teachers from both schools talked about the positive impact of the program.  Sentences emphasizing targeted words were also shown. 
May 16th Speech Competition subcommittee meeting:  Venue G39_3.38      4:00 start.  Eve will cater.
Next Meeting  June 6th  venue G06_3.60

Proposal

Sponsorship to aid travel to Queensland Japanese Speech Contest on the Gold Coast

The Gold Coast MLTAQ runs the Queensland Japanese Speech Contest incorporated with the Gold Coast Languages Speech Contest in five other languages on the Gold Coast campus of Griffith University every August. We take students from across the entire state. At this stage the students have come to the Speech Contest from as far as the Bundaberg and Rockhampton regions at their own expense. The large distances involved mean we have yet to see participation from cities and towns in remote areas. We want to encourage Japanese students in areas such as Cairns, Townsville, Mt. Isa and Rockhampton. To do this we would like to offer travel money to those who have won or are placed well in their local speech contest. The travel money is to act as an incentive to people in remote areas. 


As well as promoting the Japanese language for individuals through a stipend to help cover travel and accommodation, this proposal also aims to encourage regions to set up their own speech contests. Currently, only the Gold Coast, and the Sunshine Coast run speech contests. In addition, Rockhampton sends students to the Queensland Speech contest despite not running their own speech contest. Of course, in the long term, assistance should be linked to students who have excelled at their regional speech contest. We believe the likelihood of establishing speech contests in Townsville, Cairns, Rockhampton and Bundaberg is high. 
The speech contest on the Gold Coast is already a huge event. Anyone who has attended will be aware of the festival feel of the event bringing the Gold Coast campus of Griffith University to life on the weekend in August. The following is a very conservative estimate of numbers at the speech contest.


Participation

1. Contestants 1,000
Over 1,000 speech participants in a range of languages including Japanese, Chinese, German, Italian, French, and Spanish. Contestants range from primary school through to university. (Japanese comprises some 60% of contestants)

2. Family and friends 2,000
Each student is usually accompanied by at least one parent often they come as a family with brothers, sisters and friends in tow meaning this number could easily be much larger.

3. Teachers 100
Each school participating is required to send a teacher to accompany students (approximately 100 teachers)

4. Judges 180
Judges are invited from schools and the community totalling about 120 people

5. Entertainment 100
Taiko Drums by Kizuna and Somerset College, German Bell Ringers and many other events brings together some 100 entertainers.

6. Food Stalls 30
Food and coffee stalls selling Japanese, Thai, German, Vietnamese, and other fare bring community businesses representing restaurants throughout the Gold Coast. Over 30 people from these businesses come to the speech contest to cater for the throngs of people.

7. Guides 5
Many Griffith University students volunteer to act as guides to ensure a smooth event. Griffith University students make sure contestants can find their room and that the entertainers can connect to the Audio and video system and many other assorted details.

8. VIPs 20
About 20 politicians (state and council), ambassadors and other dignitaries present medals and give speeches. Special guests thus far have included John Paul Langbroek (Minister of QLD Education),  Junzo Fujita Consul-General of Japan in Brisbane

9. General Griffith University students 100
Many students come to university to study in the Library or to use other facilities get caught up in the event and enjoy the entertainment and food. The participation of these students adds to the festival feel of the event. This is a difficult number to estimate but would easily exceed 100 students.

Total 3,535 event participants
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